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“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the 

places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as you can.” - 

anonymous 

 

Congratulations to Bro. Devon Bradley, who was Passed to the Degree of Fellowcraft on 

Thursday, December 5, 2024, in Sun City Lodge No. 72. Great job by the officers, especially 

Junior Past Master Douglas Peck, who stepped in at the last minute to serve as Acting Master.  



A special visit by the Grand Master, MW Michael A. Dale and the Grand 

Line team, to present three Longevity Awards at the Stated Meeting  

December 12, 2024.  

WB Fred R. Tomlin received his 50-year 
Golden Veterans Award from the Grand 

Lodge of California (WB Fred is also a Past 
Master of Sun City #72)  

Bro. James J. Warwick received his 50-year 
Golden Veterans Award from the Grand 

Lodge of California  

 WB Thomas E. Skoog received his 65-year apron and pin from the Grand 
Lodge of Arizona.  



On December 20, 2024, Oasis Chapter 15, of Royal Arch Masons of Arizona, conferred both the 

Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch degrees upon four Companions; Damon Bose, Gerald     

Amerphol, Phillip DeLaTorre, and Shane Miller. The degrees were conferred at the Sun City      

Masonic Center. The degrees were presided over by John Huth, Grand High Priest of the Grand 

Chapter of Arizona. Congratulations Companions!  

Congratulations to Bro. Ryan Stogsdill, who was Initiated as an Entered Apprentice on 
Thursday, December 19, 2024, in Sun City Lodge No. 72.  Wonderful work by the    
member present, especially by Junior Warden Dustin Barron, who conferred the      

Degree as Acting Master.  



“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the 

places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as you can.” - 

anonymous 

ALMONER NOTIFICATION 

NECROLOGY 

 

               Bro. David Maurice Hodgins died November 30, 2024,  

                                            at the age of 83  

As our beloved brother is passed to the Celestial Grand 

Lodge above, we will remember him in our hearts and in 

our prayers, may the G.A.O.T.U look after him. R.I.P. 

From all at Sun City Lodge #72 

If you hear of a Brother in Distress, please contact the  

Lodge Almoner, WBro Barry White 

 



From the East 

Greetings from the East 

I want to start by wishing you a Happy New Year. This is the time of year when we look 
back at what we have accomplished this past year and at what we hope to accomplish 
next year. I know that is what I do. Looking back at our Lodge over the past year,          
Worshipful Brother Doug Peck and all the brothers of this Lodge led me on a very            
enlightening journey. You helped me decide to move to the East this year. Encouraging me 
the entire year. I want to thank everyone for their support and faith in me.  

Looking forward to next year, I hope to continue the work of many before me. I am         
encouraged by the depth of our Lodge and by the eagerness of our brothers to lend a hand 
and jump in at the last minute to help bring a newly obligated brother along. I saw this 
again last night when a brother fell ill during a degree. Worshipful Brother John Huth 
stepped into the Chaplain’s chair. Brother Trevor stepped up and took the Treasurer's 
seat. It shows the integrity and spirit of our Lodge. I am proud to serve. Looking back, 
when searching for a Lodge in the Valley, I know I made the right choice in my heart.  

This coming year, we look forward to many more degrees. I plan to visit several Lodges 
throughout the Valley and invite anyone to join us. Observing other Lodges gives us ideas 
for improving ourselves and our Lodge. It also provides us with a chance for fellowship. 
Getting to know other brothers from other areas. We must also travel to one of the few 
larger Lodges as we still have the “Travelling Apron.” It is time to pass this along.  

I want to thank you all again for your faith in me. If you ever have questions or ideas, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. And last, sign up for a day at the ballpark. I promise 
you will not regret the camaraderie and the feeling of knowing you are giving back. Just 
one day will make a difference. Contact Brothers Ryan Clark, Dustin Barron, or Fred      
Robinson for details.  

Happy New Year 

Bryan Young 

Master, Sun City Lodge #72 



From the West 

 

Greetings Brethren, 
 
As the new year begins, I extend to you and your families my warmest wishes for a prosperous 
and fulfilling 2025. January is a time of renewal and reflection, and as we set our trestle boards 
for the year, it’s an excellent opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to the principles of         
Freemasonry—Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. 
 
In the West, it is my duty to oversee the craft and ensure that our labors are conducted with    
precision and harmony. This year, let us strive to build on the strong foundation laid by those who 
came before us. Each of us has a role to play in the success of our Lodge, whether it’s through 
active participation, mentorship, or simply exemplifying Masonic values in our daily lives. 
 
I encourage all Brethren to attend our January stated meeting. It will be a chance to discuss 
plans for the year, including community outreach initiatives, Masonic education sessions, and  
social events that will strengthen the bonds of our fraternity. Your input and involvement are vital 
to making this a productive and memorable year. 
 
Looking ahead, we are excited to announce our annual Pancake Breakfast, which will take place 
on Saturday, February 8, 2025. This event is not only a great opportunity to enjoy fellowship but 
also an important fundraiser for our Lodge. Tickets are $10 per person, and we need volunteers 
to help with setup, cooking, serving, and cleanup. Your participation is greatly appreciated, 
whether by lending a hand or inviting family and friends to join us. Please reach out if you’re able 
to assist or if you need tickets. 
 
Finally, let us remember the importance of balance in our lives. While we dedicate ourselves to 
the work of the Lodge, we must also tend to our families, careers, and personal growth. As      
operative masons crafted stones to fit perfectly into a structure, so must we as speculative      
masons shape our lives to create harmony and purpose. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and dedication to the craft. I look forward to working  
alongside you in the quarries of our noble fraternity. 
 
 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Bro Shane Larson 
Senior Warden 
Sun City Lodge # 72 



Greetings from the South! 
 
The year is quickly coming to a close, and the countdown to Christmas is alive and well! I hope 
Thanksgiving was a wonderful time for all, and that the Christmas season is full of well wishes, 
blessings, time with loved ones, and overall good cheer! 
Congratulations again to Brother Devon on being passed to Fellowcraft, it was an honor to be a 
part of it, I am excited to see you grow as a brother and within the lodge! 
I want to again congratulate our newly obligated brother, Ryan Stogsdill, on his initiation, and hope 
that his Masonic journey is full of brotherly love and light. 
The following story is something I found when researching Masonic themed Christmas stories. The 
light of the Lodge extends beyond our four walls, and even the smallest sliver can create the most 
beautiful change in ourselves and those around us: 
  
Christmas Lights of the Temple 
It was a cold December evening in the small town of Harmony. The Masonic lodge, nestled in the 
heart of the town, had stood for nearly a century, a beacon of fellowship and tradition. Yet, in recent 
years, the lodge had seen fewer visitors and a growing sense of disconnection among its        
members. 
As the holiday season approached, the Worshipful Master, Brother Thomas, called a special   
meeting. He had an idea to rekindle the spirit of the lodge and share the warmth of Masonry with 
the community. 
“We are the light of this town,” Brother Thomas began. “Not just within these walls, but in the 
hearts of those around us. This Christmas, let us make our light visible to all.” 
His proposal was simple: the lodge would decorate its temple with Christmas lights, creating a   
brilliant display to inspire joy and remind the town of the lodge’s enduring presence. The brethren 
enthusiastically agreed, and the preparations began. 
 
A Labor of Love 
The brothers worked tirelessly. Some hung lights across the grand columns of the lodge, while   
others outlined the square and compass emblem with glowing white bulbs. The more artistic   
brethren created a stunning display in the lodge garden, featuring symbols of Masonry subtly     
integrated with traditional Christmas imagery. 
As they worked, laughter and camaraderie filled the air. Brethren who hadn’t spoken much in 
months found themselves sharing stories and jokes. Younger members learned from the older 
ones, not just about the art of hanging lights but about the deeper meaning of Masonry. 
When the last bulb was lit, the temple stood transformed—a radiant masterpiece that seemed to 
glow with more than just electricity. It felt as if the very principles of Masonry—faith, hope, and 
charity—were shining forth for all to see. 
 

From the South 



Illuminating the Town 
Word spread quickly. On the night of the lighting ceremony, families gathered in the chilly air, their 
breath visible as they waited. Brother Thomas, standing before the lodge, spoke briefly about the 
meaning of light in Masonry. 
“Light,” he said, “guides us through the darkness. It symbolizes knowledge, truth, and the divine 
spark within us all. Tonight, we share this light with you as a reminder of the bonds that unite us.” 
With that, the switch was flipped, and the lodge came alive with color and brilliance. Gasps and  
applause filled the air as children’s faces lit up with wonder. 
But the light didn’t just stay on the temple. The brethren had secretly prepared small lanterns for 
each family to take home, a token of goodwill and a challenge to “carry the light” in their own lives. 
 
The True Light of Masonry 
Over the following days, something remarkable happened. Acts of kindness began to ripple through 
the town. Strangers helped one another; donations to local charities surged. The brethren realized 
that their light had sparked more than just holiday cheer—it had inspired the community to live out 
the spirit of the season. 
And within the lodge, the members found a renewed sense of purpose and unity. The simple act of 
decorating their temple had reminded them of what it meant to be Masons: to be a light in the   
darkness, a source of hope and strength. 
 
As the season came to a close, Brother Thomas addressed the lodge one final time that year. “This 
Christmas, we didn’t just light up a building. We reminded ourselves and our town of the light we 
carry within. Let us keep it shining, not just for the holidays but for all the days to come.” 
And so, the Christmas lights of the temple became a beloved tradition, a symbol of the enduring 
power of brotherly love, relief, and truth. 
 

 

 

Please be sure to send all RSVP's for dinners to suncity72rsvp@gmail.com, by the Monday prior to 
the meeting so we can keep dinner counts as accurate as possible. 

Brothers, I hope you have a great holiday, and remember to be the light that guides the world. 
 
Dustin Barron 
Jr Warden 
Sun City Lodge #72 

From the South 

mailto:suncity72rsvp@gmail.com


Secretary’s Report as of January 1, 2025: 
 

Sun City Lodge has 185 members.  
 

Presently the Lodge has two Fellowcraft and two Entered Apprentices. That totals 4 new 
members in the “works”!  This equals a potential membership of 189.  Additionally, we have 
a bunch of prospective members interested in joining our Lodge, either by petition or           
affiliation!   
 

The average age of our membership is 67.4 years old, with a median (middle) age of 70.9 
years old.  The Fellowcrafts average 47.5 years old, and the Entered Apprentices average 
35.4 years old.   
 

The upcoming meetings are: 
 

• Thursday, January 9, 2025 – Stated Meeting at 7:00 p.m. (Dinner at 6:00 p.m.) 
 
 

DUES – DUES – DUES – The dues for 2025 are $114, and dues bills were mailed out on     
October 15, 2024.  Your dues payments, if you are not Life Members, are required by Grand 
Lodge to be paid before January 1, 2025.  You may pay by check, made out to Sun City 
Lodge #72, or by Zelle® to SunCity72Sec@gmail.com. If you have any questions or            
concerns about being able to pay your 2025 dues, please contact me. 
 

Stay healthy, Brethren! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fraternally in Peace and Harmony, 
Gary A. Loeb, PM 

SunCity72Sec@gmail.com 

mobile – 484-354-9063 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE Secretary’s 

Desk  

For your kind attention 



 

Masonic Anniversaries 

January 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Happy 

Birthdays 

 to All! 

Brother Birthday 
Leslie E. Ellis  Jan 1 

Vincent L. Esposito  Jan 2 

Brian N. Brown  Jan 6 

Richard K. Flinton  Jan 6 

Donald L. Huggins  Jan 6 

David H. McConachie  Jan 6 

Ryan S. Clark  Jan 9 

William B. Lewis  Jan 9 

Sean J. Shelton  Jan 10 

Keith A. Brooks Jr. Jan 17 

James A. Boothman  Jan 21 

Dennis E. McMillen  Jan 21 

Hamilton T. Zachary Jr. Jan 21 

James R. Denzien Sr Jan 23 

Barre L. Shepp  Jan 23 

Roger E. Tricco  Jan 27 

Frederick A. Robinson  Jan 28 

Todd P. Blake  Jan 30 

Roger D. Flowers  Jan 30 

Glenn W. Cummings  Jan 31 

Brother Date Years of Membership 
John C. Hohlfeld Jr 1/27/1970 55 

George C. Walton  1/23/1976 49 

Errol V. Hawksley  1/6/1985 40 

John W. Huth  1/21/1986 39 

James A. Boothman  1/26/1986 39 

Earl K. Paasch  1/19/1988 37 

William B. Lewis  1/23/1997 28 

Barry N. White  1/22/2002 23 

Roger W. Hall  1/22/2007 18 

Charles E. Hardy  1/7/2010 15 

Robert J. Cole  1/7/2010 15 

Edward J. Tannheimer  1/28/2016 9 

Harrison M. Cantrell  1/26/2017 8 

Marcus D. Hensley  1/28/2017 8 

Matthew C. Lawrence  1/25/2018 7 

Douglas C. Peck  1/23/2020 5 

Robert B. Gilmore Jr. 1/18/2024 1 



 

Sun City Lodge #72 

Sickness & Health 

The “Almoner’s Voice” 

One of Freemasonry’s core values is looking after others, and Almoners 

are at the forefront of  delivering care and support to lodge members and their families. When 

things change in life,  having a strong support system can make all the difference. 

Never feel “embarrassed” or “uncomfortable” in reaching out for support or help with your Lodge 

Almoner. All conversations and communication are strictly private.  Anything shared will only be  

released to the Lodge with your absolute permission.   

 Sun city lodge n0 72  -  Almoner News 

Brethren, 

I am sad to report the Necrology this month of Bro.David  

Hodgins — See separate Necrology page. 

If you have any news that you wish to share with the Brethren, 

Births, Weddings, Celebrations, do let me know via email. 

For privacy my full Almoner report is attached separately in the 

members section. 

Stay healthy Brethren.  

WBro Barry White 

Almoner. 

Sun City Lodge Almoner contact information: 

WBro Barry White,   

Contact information 602 903 0468 

JANUARY 2025 



MASONIC EDUCATION, The Moon —   WBro Barry White, LGR, PZ 

Did you know there’s a Masonic Lodge on the Moon?  

 

On July 20, 1969, two American Astronauts landed on the moon in an area known as the “Sea 

of Tranquility”. One of those brave men was Brother Edwin Eugene (Buzz) Aldrin, Jr., a    

member of Clear Lake Lodge No. 1417,  Texas. Brother Buzz was authorized by the Grand 

Master of Texas to claim Masonic Territorial Jurisdiction for Grand Lodge of Texas on The 

Moon. 

 

Buzz Aldrin conducted the consecration of the first Masonic Lodge on the Moon, thus securing 

the right to open a branch – the Grand Provincial Moon Lodge. The landing of the lunar     

module had been made in the sea of Tranquility, therefore the new lodge had received the 

name Tranquility Lodge and got the number 2000. 

 

The astronauts did not doubt that by 2000 there would be a permanent lunar base and it would 

be no harder to get there than to fly from San Francisco to Boston. It would only be a transfer 

point on the way to Mars or the rings of Saturn. Given how many Freemasons there were in 

NASA’s astronaut squad, it was quite logical to open a special lodge for them.  



 

Oasis Chapter # 15 † Stewart Council # 16 † St. Andrew Commandery # 17 

More information from Lodge secretary 

The next meeting of Stewart Council will take place on Monday 27 January 2025 at the Sun City 
Masonic Center.  Pot Luck Dinner is scheduled for 6:30 PM with Education at 7 PM.  The monthly 
meeting opens in full form at 7:30 PM.  
 
 
 
Stewart Council (purple) shirts are now available for purchase.  The shirts are $30.00 
each.   Contact Dave Miller with your order information, which should include- 
+ Shirt Size; and, 
+ What, if anything, you want printed on the Left breast side of the shirt. 
Payment should be made to Stewart Council. 
 
 
Stewart Council No 16, Cryptic Masons, meets every month on the 4

th
 Monday of the month at 

7:30 PM except for the months of August and December.  All regular conclaves are at the Sun 
City Masonic Center.  Steward Council routinely includes a Pot Luck Dinner at 6:30 PM with an 
opportunity for Education at 7PM.  Stewart Council now provides for Zelle processing of dues 
payments and donations.  Contact Dave Miller or Pat Hayes for additional information. 



New Horizon Court #12 Order of the Amaranth 
 

January 2024 

Every day is a new beginning, but there’s something especially magical about January 
 
 

December 14, 2024 

New Horizon Court Members 

Well the last meeting of this year has been done as we prepare for the holiday season with our family and 
friends. 

We will have a regular stated meeting on January 13, 2025 as we honor our SK John Munster, our Grand 
Royal Patron. 

We have done a lot of preparation in looking forward to an initiation of a possible three new members on 
January 20, 2025.  So much depends on all the paperwork and red tape that goes along with petitions.  

Mark your calendars – January 20, 2025 will be a Special Meeting for Advance Night with Initiation.  This 
will be your 1st notice – 2nd will be out in another week. 

Also along with the initiations we also have a couple of affiliations to do. 

In the meantime have a very Merry Christmas Holiday filled with family and friends.  Then follow up with 
a wonderful Happy New Year.  Be safe, be healthy and we will once again get together in the new year 
with all the meetings. 

HL Pat Zimmerman, Secretary 

 



QADESH TEMPLE # 35 SUN CITY NILE CLUB 

 

January 2025 

January is the perfect time to reset, recharge, and renew your focus on what truly matters 

 

Dear Sun City Nile Club Ladies,  

Our year has come to an end and we are looking forward to a new year.   

We will be meeting on January 6 and help the club off to the start of the new year  

Hoping that everyone will have a very Merry Christmas Holiday filled with family and friends.  Then fol-
low up with a wonderful Happy New Year.  Be safe, be healthy and we will once again get together in the 
new year with all the meetings. 

Yours truly, Pr Dora Nickell, President  



 

 

Sun city west High Twelve club 

Sun City West High 12 Club monthly meetings continue on the second Friday of the month at 
8AM  
 
On Friday 10 January, the Sun City West High 12 Club will be meeting at the Royal Café       
Restaurant, 10793 W Grand Ave (US Route 60) in Sun City.  The Club will be conducting                 
installation of the 2025 Officers as well as receiving a presentation from Jessie Ramirez from the 
West Valley Community Food Bank.  The Club will be presenting the annual Rice and Bean Fund 
donation to the Food Bank.  
 
At the Friday, 13 December meeting, the Club received a Seasonal message from Pastor Mike 
Turner of the Light of Hope Church, which meets on Sundays at the Sun City Masonic            
Center.  The message regarding Peace and the importance of the season was well received by 
all in attendance. In the photo below, Pastor Mike (on the Right) is presented a check by Club 
President Don Winscot. 
 
Planning continues for the Annual February Pancake Breakfast to be held on Saturday 08      
February 2025 at the Sun City Masonic Center.  Tickets are now available at the Sun City       
Masonic Center Office as well as from Club members.  Mark your calendar now!! 
 
The Sun City West High 12 Club continues to work on including local Masonic Widows in Club  
events.  The Club's efforts have assisted local Masonic Lodges in maintaining contact with the 
Masonic Widows living in the West Valley area. 
 
Membership in the Sun City West High 12 Club is open to all Master Masons.  Masonic Widows 
are also welcome.  For additional information, contact Dave Miller 



Sun City York Rite,  

St. Andrew Commandery # 17 

 
  

The December 2024 Conclave of St Andrew Commandery was held at the Sun City Masonic 
Center on Saturday 14 December.  Following the close of the asylum on 14 December, the 
Sir Knights, family members, and guests enjoyed a delicious luncheon and Christmas       
Observance hosted by the Commandery in celebration of the birth of our Lord and the    
Captain of Our Salvation, Jesus Christ.   Many thanks to Sir Knight Corey Chavez and his 
Lady, Courtney, for the fine meal. 
 
The next meeting of St Andrew Commandery is scheduled for Saturday 11 January at 9AM 
at the Sun City Masonic Center.  Coffee and donuts at 8AM with practice scheduled for 8:30 
AM. 
 
Congratulations to Sir Knight Tom Bland on his installation as Captain General of St Andrew 
Commandery; to Sir Knight Marc Bland on his installation as Senior Warden of St Andrew 
Commandery; and, to Sir Knight Vinnie Esposito as Junior Warden of St Andrew            
Commandery.  Many thanks for Sir Knight Richard Young for his service to St Andrew   
Commandery as Captain General. 
 
St Andrew Commandery meets every month on the 2

nd
 Saturday of the month at 9AM except 

for the month of August.  All regular conclaves are at the Sun City Masonic Center and     
include coffee and donuts at 8AM with practice at 8:30 AM.  St Andrew Commandery now 
provides for Zelle processing of dues payments and donations.  Contact Dave Miller or Pat 
Hayes for additional information.  



  Annual Sun City West High Twelve Club & 

Sun City Masonic Lodge #72 F&AM 

        February 8 , 2025 …. Breakfast Served: 7:00 to 10:00 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buttermilk Pancakes / French “Texas” Toast / Scrambled Eggs / Sausage Patties  Butter / Syrup 
& Sugar Free Syrup / Coffee / Orange Juice 

$10.00 Per Person / $5.00 for Children under the age of 6 

Raffle: 1st Prize: $100.00 / 2nd Prize: $50.00 / 3rd Prize: $25.00 

Tickets: $1.00 per Ticket; 6 Tickets for $5.00. 

(Drawing at 10:00AM. Winner need not be present) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Sun City Masonic Center: 18810 N. 107th Ave. (North of Union Hills on 107th) 

______________________________________________ 

Funds raised to Benefit Local Charities 

Co-Sponsored by Sun City West High Twelve & Sun City Lodge #72 F&AM 

Information & Tickets: Contact: Gary Fullington 623-972-2217 or In-Person Lodge Building Mon/Wed/Fri: 9-12:00 

 



Building Mangers Update 

 

Topic / Item: Lights and A/C ……………….. Electrical Expense. 

Cause: Lights, Lights, Lights….  

Remedy: Reminder to ensure that ALL lights are turned off when not in use. 

Cause: A/C left at incorrect setting. 

Remedy: Winter Settings for A/C when not in use is 65 Degrees. 

Future violations could result in a fine to your group. 

Topic/Item: Entrance Doors 

Cause: Doors not properly secured. Alarm not set. 

Remedy: The doors are old. Occasionally they stick or do not close completely. This can be 
quickly remedied by pushing / holding the panic bar and pulling the door closed. ( Door 
maintenance is being scheduled.) 

In addition, unless the doors are completely closed, the Alarm cannot be set. 

Topic/Item: Thermostat settings …. Starting December 1st… Thermostat Settings will 
change. 

Cause: Change of Seasons …. Thus the need for Cool air will now be changed to a need for 
Warm air.  

Remedy: Thermostat setting for “winter” will be 65 Degrees. 

 

Topic/Item: Thermostat Update 

In late December programmable thermostats will be installed. New usage instructions will 
then be sent to all Organizations. 

Topic/Item: Lodge Room Heat 

Cause: Lodge room heat not operating. Circuit board faulty. 

Remedy: R/R circuit board. Circuit board has been ordered. 4-6 weeks to obtain part. Thus, 
no heat till late January. 

Organizations may want to make other arrangements as the temperature in the Lodge 
Room in the Mornings is 63 degrees. Evenings approx. 72 degrees. 





  

Don’t have sleepless nights !! 

Pay your Lodge Dues            

before it’s too late…. 


